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Some problems of media reports in the Matsumoto sarin gas attack
—— Comments on the responsibility of media

Toshio Kurosu

Social Information and Behavior

The sarin gas attack that killed seven people and injured 600 others in Matsumoto,
took place on the sultry night of June 27, 1994.

Police and Media had scapegoated Kouno as a culprit of the Matsumoto gas attack
without any substantive evidence.

About ten months after the Matusmoto gas attack, a long-run blame to Kouno
shifted to the cult, Aum Shinrikyo, Japanese newspapers and TV stations began to
apologize to him.

The author had collected news about the Matsumoto sarin gas from main news-
papers in Japan and arranged the headlines chronologically.

In this paper the author tried to clear why the media could not abandon the

assumption that Kouno had made the sarin gas and how they apologized to Kouno.
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