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Bill Blinded :
Strategic Uses of Sound in Stanley Kubrick’s Eyes Wide Shut (1999)
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Abstract

As his other films have done for decades, Stanley Kubrick’s Eyes Wide Shut attracts a large
audience visually. Desire to see and its satisfaction, however, are not priority given exclusively
to them. In the film the leading character, Dr. William Harford (Bill), is depicted as always
driven by the desire to watch, which eventually leads him to a troublesome situation. But his
addiction to seeing is not the only reason for the problem to emerge and Bill’s carelessness about
sounds, especially spoken words, makes contribution toward it. He does not know that until the
last scene where he is ironically saved with the words uttered by his wife Alice. And one of the
important things is that the auditory matters of Bill are applicable to the audience of the film. In
Eyes Wide Shut sounds are circumspectly and scrupulously used and arranged, and it is for the
story to be fully grasped. Not only spoken words but also some musical compositions will
greatly help the audience stay with the narrative. Then carefulness about hearing, while seeing,
is necessary for them and it is the proposal, which is also to be accepted by Bill the character,

that the film’s various usage of sound offers in a strategic manner.
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ALICE. The important thing is we're awake now and hopefully for a long time to come.

BILL. Forever.

ALICE. Forever?

BILL. Forever.

ALICE. Let’s not use that word. You know ? It frightens me. But I do love you. Andyou
know, there is something very important that we need to do as soon as possible.

BILL. What’s that ?

ALICE. Fuck.
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