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A Problem of Rationality in G. Ritzer :

Denotation and Connotation of McDonaldization Theory

Kenichi ITO

Sociological Theory

Abstruct

G. Ritzer wrote that he made his theory of McDonaldization on the basis of the concept of
rationality by Max Weber and Karl Mannheim. According to Ritzer, McDonaldization expresses
the contemporary way of rationalization process of Western modernity which Weber described,
however, what he means through this theory is not clear enough. This paper aims to make clear
what his theory exactly means by examining how he accepts the concept of rationality from

Weber and Mannheim.
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