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Anti-Whaling and Protest Business

—— An Aspect of Environmental Organizations’ ‘Save the Whales’ Campaign ——

Motohiro KAWASHIMA

Comparative Culture and Sociology

Abstract

This article explores the dynamics of contemporary environmental organizations, especially
Greenpeace, focusing on their anti-whaling campaign—how they have capitalized on the whaling
issue to their own interests, and what tactics they have employed to attract public attention. My
main argument is that the anti-whaling campaign takes on an aspect of protest business, that is,
the exploitation of an environmental cause as a means of raising donations. I demonstrate this
by using interviews I conducted with those who have been involved in the issue and by analysing

the documents of both pro and anti-whaling sides.
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