[ - a—"7] FREE 7
—— 55 FFa X)) —BEOFEENEDOFE —

CTI R A
ML 2 g

Is the Film “The Cove” Problematic ?

—— An Investigation of the Method and Content of a Documentary Film ——

Motohiro KAWASHIMA

Comparative Culture and Sociology

BEXFHSERFIARRE
2184 35~48E  FIRI
20114F 3 H31H

reprinted from
JOURNAL OF SOCIAL AND INFORMATION STUDIES
No. 18 pp. 35—48
Faculty of Social and Information Studies
Gunma University
Maebashi, Japan
March 31, 2011



TR RS BHRATVIERE 518% 35—48H 2011 35

[« a—2 ] X8RN ?
—— HBHRNFa Xy ) —BEOFEENEFEDOFHFLE —

G JE A
ML 2 g

Is the Film “The Cove” Problematic ?

—— An Investigation of the Method and Content of a Documentary Film ——

Motohiro KAWASHIMA

Comparative Culture and Sociology

Abstract

In this article I examine the method and content of the Academy-Award-winning American
documentary film “The Cove”, the theme of which is to expose to the public the inhumanity of
dolphin hunting conducted in Taiji, Japan from the viewpoint of an anti-dolphin-hunting cam-
paigner. After describing the synopsis of the film, I call in question the film’s shooting method.
The questions to ask are: how much of a reconstruction of the scene is permissible in the
documentary film?; is it acceptable to take the sneak shots of the subjects without their
permission? Then I move on to the analysis of the content of the film. The questions to ask
here are: is it a manifestation of cultural imperialism when someone insists that dolphins are
special creatures and then obliges other culture to take the same position? ; is it true that “The

Cove” is anti-Japan? In this article I work on to answer these questions.
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