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Tracey C. German, Russia’s Chechen War, New York and London :
Routledge Curzon, 2003, 246 pp.

NODA Takehito

The main purpose of this book is to examine the political causes of the first Chechen conflict
from Russia’s viewpoint. German concludes that the first Chechen conflict resulted from
the combination of five major factors: the political instabilitiy in Russia due to the regime
transformation from Soviet communism to democracy ; the institutional and ideological vacuum
caused by the collapse of Soviet communism ; Russia’s attempt to preserve its territorial
integrity ; mismanagement by the political elites of both Russia and Chechnya ; and the failure to
establish an institutional and legal framework within which center-periphery issues could be
resolved (pp.155-156).

Another more valuable aspect of this book is the author’s accurate description and
assessment of prewar anti-Dudayev opposition movements. German argues that opposition
groups were divided, with some favoring independence without Dudayev as their leader and

others pushing for a more conciliatory relationship with the Yeltsin administration.



