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The Interaction between Lamaism and Shingon-syu

; Based on Materials left by Tanaka Seijun

KOMOTO Yasuko

Concerning the relation between Japanese people and Tibetan Buddhism, academic mentions
are very limited to history of Tibetan studies in Japan or biographical studies about several
Japanese who entered Tibet. However, especially during WW I, various activities to approach
Lamaism were done by Japanese Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the military and several groups of
Japanese Buddhism. But these activities also until now have never been known in academic
circles.

In this paper, I deal with several materials left by Tanaka Seijun who was a monk belonged
to Japanese Shingon Buddhism. He made contacts twice with Panchenlama who was one of the
most important living Buddha in Tibetan Buddhism, in Peking after Manchurian Incident.
Before Tanaka, several Japanese monks had already succeeded in meeting with Panchenlama,
but Tanaka was the first person as high rank monk. The object of this paper is to examine these
Tanaka’s materials in order to cast some useful insight on Japanese activities concerning

Lamaism in Wartime Manchuria, Mongolia, and China.



