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The Decision-making Pattern and Nursing Care in Limb

Amputation Patients with Malignant Tumor

Michie SUDA', Mayu TSUKAMOTO',
Noriko ARAI' and Mayumi ITO?

Abstract : To clarify the decision-making pattern of limb amputation patients with malignant
tumor and to consider appropriate nursing care, 7 inpatients or outpatients of the orthopedic
department were interviewed and observed by participation. The following results were
obtained.

1. The decision-making pattern was classified into the following 4 types according to the
balance between gains and losses, and how they were perceived.

1) Acceptance by considering all results of surgery as gains.

2) Acceptance with positive emphasis on gains despite awareness of the possibility of
losses.

3) Resigned acceptance after contemplation over losses with eventual emphasis on gains.

4) Reluctant acceptance with concerns over losses persisting.

2. For type 1) and type 2) patients, information they require concerning the course after
surgery, daily living, prostheses, and rehabilitation should be readily provided from early
before surgery.

3. For type 3) patients, an environment that allows them to express their emotions should be
created, but information should not be provided freely, and the process of their resignation to
losses should be observed.

4. For type 4) patients, an environment that allows them to express their emotions should be
created, losses to them defined, information to overcome the losses provided, and the process

in which they establish new values observed.

Key words . decision-making pattern, limb amputation, perioperative nursing, qualitative

research

! Division of Nursing, Gunma University Hospital
% Department of Nursing, School of Health Sciences, Faculty of Medicine, Gunma University
*Reprint address : Gunma University Hospital, Maebashi 371-8511, Japan



