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Changes of Awareness of HIV Infection among
Nursing Students

— Before and after the Lecture —

Kaori HAYASHI', Fumiyo FUJINO' and Mikiko NONOYAMA?*

Abstract - HIV infection has recently been much reported through mass media and the general
public are informed of it. Provision of accurate information has reduced confusion and fear
about HIV infection. The lecture on “nursing for infectious diseases” has provided the students
with an opportunity to learn from the expert nurse in the field of HIV infection. The authors
conducted the questionnaire survey to 56 students before and after the lecture to identify the
awareness among students concerning HIV infection and studied the elements to be included in
the education of health professionals.

The results were shown below. The numbers in the parenthesis represent before and after
the lecture, respectively. OHIV infection is a fearful and dangerous disease (46.4%., 19.7%), @1
take it as a special disease (14.3%, 10.5%), @ there is nothing to fear about when we have
accurate knowledge on it (12.5%, 48.7%) and @it should be treated in the same manner as other
diseases (26.8%, 21.1%). The authors found other answers of more broad and social nature after
the lecture such as ®it is necessary for nursing students to have accurate knowledge on the
disease and the patients and ®nurses and nursing students have a responsibility to disseminate
accurate information.

Through the survey, the authors were convinced that the lecture given by an HIV expert
nurse was informative and effective. It is indicated that lectures should be designed so that it

can facilitate better learning of diseases of special characteristics like HIV infection,

Key words: HIV infection, lecture on nursing for infectious diseases, nursing students,

awareness survey
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