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Trend in studies on support of families with
children suffering from childhood cancer.

Kyoko SHIMOYAMAY, Michiko SUNAGA?Y, Tamae FUTAWATARI?

Abstract . The purpose of the present study is to delineate the trends and issues in the
literature published from January 1998 through May 2008 on support for families of children
with childhood cancer. Original articles on support for families with children of cancer,
extracted from the Japana Centra Revuo Medicina,using the terms childhood cancers, family
support, terminal stage, revealing of the diagnosis of the illness, carryover and nursing , were
analyzed for research design, methods, timing and content. The subjects of studies were
predominantly preschool and school-age children (56.5%), followed by adolescents and
individuals in the young adults (11.3%) . 86% of the studies were conducted during the child’s
hospitalization or follow up in the outpatient clinics. The family of objects of support 50% of
mothers 37.1% of parents and 37.1% of parents and 3.2% of fathers ,with 3.2% of the studies
being on the entire family including siblings. The content of the studies were grouped into 5
categories . 1 . Anxiety and thoughts of families on the problems that arise from treatment and
their struggle with the illness, 2 . Thoughts entertained by the families and help extended to
them during the terminal stage and following the demise of the patients, 3 . Changes in the
family relationship due to the development of cancer and social support given to these families,
4 . Physical , psychological and educational support for the children and their families, 5 .
Anguish of parents who were notification of diagnosis their children’s illness and the support
given to them. The current investigation about the research on the support for families of
children with cancer suggested the need for studies on those who have experienced childhood
cancer and reached the adolescent and young adults through a chronic course and those that

encompass entire families.
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