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Public Reading as Language Behavior: Positioning in L2 Learning and the Perceptions of

Participants in Japanese as a Second Language Classes

Tomoseki Watanabe
Abstract

Reading aloud is one of the deliberate 'practices' for learning a second or foreign language
(L2). However, the 'practice' is not typically aligned with the authentic 'language behavior' in
performing societal tasks, as outlined in the Action-Oriented Approach of language education in
CEFR. Conversely, the public reading of literary works, also termed 'recital' or 'oral interpretation,'
is listed in the CEFR as part of 'aesthetic language use.' This exploratory research presents
an analysis of survey results from intermediate to advanced learners of Japanese as a second
language who participated in classes that contextualized public reading competition within
the framework of language behavior. The study found a significant link between competition

performance and 'motivation to vocalize, but no correlation with motivations for practices.



