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Aim : We introduce our laparoscopic gastrectomy for gastric cancer patients, presenting the procedure
and results, and then evaluate the feasibility of laparoscopic gastrectomy. Methods: From April 2006
to May 2010, we performed laparoscopic surgery on 116 patients. We investigated the surgical method
and survival. And also we examined operating time, amount of bleeding, length of hospitalization, and
complications in the complete laparoscopic surgery group. Results: Previously, we performed
laparoscopy-assisted distal gastrectomy and pylorus-preserving gastrectomy, and hand-assisted total
gastrectomy and proximal gastrectomy. Since 2009, we have performed complete laparoscopic surgery in
every case. One of the 77 stage-IA patients died of a cause other than stomach cancer postoperatively.
One of the 18 stage-IB patients had recurrence, but he is still living. There were no other cases of
recurrence. The average operating time, amount of bleeding, and hospitalization stay in the complete
laparoscopic surgery group were 338 minutes, 104 g, and 10.9 days, respectively. Postoperative complica-
tions occurred in 2 of 32 cases (6.3%). Conclusions: We believe that laparoscopic surgery is feasible
and constitutes a good option for gastric cancer surgery.
(Kitakanto Med J 2011 ;61: 9 ~13)
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