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Features of Nursing Care Provided for Breast Cancer Patients Treated
with Radiotherapy following Breast-conserving Surgery

—— Comparison of Nursing Practices between Certified Nurses in Breast Cancer
Nursing and Non-specialist Nurses Working with Breast Cancer Patients ——
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Objectives : This study aimed to identifying features of nursing care provided for breast cancer patients
during the course of radiotherapy following breast-conserving surgery and improve the quality of nursing
care. Subjects and Methods : Subjects were certified nurses in breast cancer nursing (CN) and non-
specialist nurses working with breast cancer patients (NS). An anonymous survey questionnaire on
nursing care and other practices provided before, during, and after radiotherapy was conducted by postal
mail and the results were compared between CN and NS. Results: Valid responses were obtained from
40 CN (41.2%) and 102 NS (56.7%). Significant differences between CN and NS were observed for 15
of 27 (55.6%) care items before radiotherapy, 18 of 18 (100%) items during radiotherapy, and 9 of 20
(45.0%) items after radiotherapy. Among the items with significant differences, significantly more NS
than CN performed all nursing care items during the course of radiotherapy, except for one item provided
before radiotherapy. Conclusion: These results demonstrate that it is necessary to facilitate enhanced
collaboration and coordination between CN and NS providing nursing care for breast cancer patients in
order to improve the quality of nursing care delivered to patients. (Kitakanto Med J 2012 ; 62 : 129~137)

Key words : breast-conserving surgery, radiotherapy, features of nursing care, improving
the quality of nursing care





