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We herein report a case of useful treatment for removal of a piece of iron from the body by a
neodymium magnet in a 62-year-old man. A pressing machine exploded during work, and innumerable
pieces of iron scattered within his limbs and trunk. Neither peripheral circulatory failure nor peripheral
nerve disorders were present. Computed tomography and X-rays showed no pieces of iron in his
internal organs. Although foreign substance removal was immediately attempted under fluoroscopy, the
iron was present within the deep muscle layer. To keep the wound as small as possible and prevent
further damage, we decided to perform the iron removal with a neodymium magnet. We succeeded in
the removal of two pieces of iron from the smaller wound using a neodymium magnet at the tip of an
index finger during a clean operation. The foreign substances were able to be removed from the wound,
which was about 1 cm in diameter. This minimally invasive removal method was useful because it
lessened any adverse cosmetic effects. (Kitakanto Med J 2012 ; 62 : 305~309)

Key words : Neodymium magnet: , removing the piece of iron, minimally invasive
removal method



