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A Reading of. “Counterparts” by James Joyce
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Abstract

_ This essay is an attempt to éxplicate in detail the ninth story in James Joyce’s Dubliners,
“Counterparté.” The main' focus'is piaced on the analysis of the psychological and pathological
' intricacies of the hero of the story, Farrington, while the Viewpdint of “epiphany” as Joyce calls

it is introduced to help to clarify the theme of the story.
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Mr Alleyne flushed to the hue of a wild rose and his mouth twitched with a dwarf’s passion. He
shook his fist in the man’s face till it seemed to vibrate like the knob of some electric machine :
—You impertinent ruffian! You impertinent ruffian! I'll make short work of you! Wait till you see!
Yo'u’lf apologizevto me for your impertinence or you'll quit the office instanter! You'll quit this, I'm
telling ydu, or you'll apologize to me——
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“Mr Alleyne began a tirade of abuse, saying that two letters were missing. The man answered that he knew

‘nothing about them, that he had made a faithful copy The tirade contmued it was so bitter and violent that

the man could hardly restrain his fist from descendmg upon the head of the manikin before h1m

—1I know nothmg about any other two letters, he said stupidly—

You know nothing. Of course you know nothmg, said Mr Alleyne. Tell me, he added, glancing first

for approval to the lady beside him, do you take me for a fool? Do you think me an utter fool?——
~The man glanced from the lady’s face to the little egg-shaped head and back again; and almost before he was

aware of it, his tongue had-found a felicitous moment :

——1 don’t think, sir, he-said, that that’s a fair question' to put to me——
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Just as they were they were naming their poisons who should come in but Higgins! Of course he had to join in

“with the others. The men asked him to give his version of it, and he did so with great vivacity, for the sight of

five small hot whiskeys was very exhilarating. Everyone roared laughing when he showed the way in which Mr

- Alleyne shook his fist in Farrington’s face. Then he imitated Farringfon, saying, And here was my nabs, as cool

as you please while Farrington looked at the company out of his heavy dirty eyes, smiling and at times drawing

_ forth stray drops of liquor from his moustache with the ald of his lower lip.

When that round was over there was a pause. O’Halloran had money but neither of the other two seemed to
have any; so the whole party left the shop rather regretfully. At the corner of Duke Street Higgins and Nosey
Flynn bevelled off to the left while/ the other three turned back towards the city. Rain was drizzling down on the

cold streets and, when they reached the Ballast Office, Farrington suggested the Scotch House.
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RouhrrBbhz, DD eSS k B2 wo7zb btﬂ%‘ﬁﬁ%?@%‘flﬂ; LTWwaibhrdrbsd,
LREFAOERIR. FAODTHOBME L CHBE LTV 5 & 5 REIRER 2D TH 2,

- ZDYRE @“%%DEL_JEDTM T#f(ﬂ’]f& %)@iﬁ%‘%é‘ﬂf“%f%% Do 77V MDOED
BB HATL. chief clerk SE Y HYIY | E%b>¥?§ﬁ fTbh, SxhsditoMbieEbe 3,
POTOWROEE R, FRTIE. BECBOETI BELTOE, 77 )Y b ynlo2 0 iy
54 =—)VOEHD. “the little window that looked into the bar” 2D “snug” X, FtOHE
® “confession box” % B b, ¥ BB OB “curate” EIEFA TV 3, HBWiE, 77U > b
YH3FE LT “gp.” X, “Gloria Patri”® OREGH STV B0 Lhgv, %"?:HZT%% &L Eik
RABVH, EOEEERTEOIEST 02, - OWE EC. RERBEEZL TR ZADLHOR
'E%Efﬁxao

i

(A) She was sitting beside hid desk now in an aroma of perfumes, smoothing the handle of hér umbrella and

nodding the greét black feather in her hat. |
..and Miss Delacour, who was a stout amiable person, begaﬂ to smile broadly.

(B) There was something striking in her appeérance. An immense scarf of peacock-blue muslin was wound
round her hat and knotted in a great bow linder her chin; and she\ wore bright yellow gloves, reaching to fhe
elbow. -Farrington gazed admiringly at the plump arm which she moved very often and with much grace ; and
when, after a little time, she answered his gaze he admired still mofe her_ large dark brown eyes. The oblique
staring expressiori in ’th'e‘m fascinated him. She glanced at him once orltwice and, when the party was leaving

. the room, she brushed against his chair and said O, pardon! in a London accent.

CZANES, “O, pardon!” %”&;‘UDWJ%EL"C L%N‘é Z& i@(; ﬁﬁ% BHEACE-> T, BE
. 1E»2E (1E» WkaﬁukEW 7TU ]\/ELD%%)@@ELKJOT77U
YAV KRELREES %ﬁ{ﬁbfﬁ IE%@E%L)AF? EREIHBERIZL TS, Miss
Delacour i3 “of the heart” X WHEHKTHD . Tﬁﬁ‘@r‘ﬁﬂ:? 77V MNDOFER, 5 THE
ETHRESNIDD LS 12, “felicitous moment” % &LH LT b, BER. BHOLET. KE
THRBHITH D, 525 S5 OBOLH L VS MIMHIR A REIC 52 5 Th5 545, 20 “The
oblique staring expression in them faséinafed him.” &1 5 HeH. EIHTEFHI “Madonna” %
HEEE5bODD 2, | o
2 AOWBORLE T, Eaars b/®mﬁ®¢krﬁé#m%ﬁgjt%é@%‘Zﬁ$@ﬁ
BRI A RETH 2, V2 4 X DRICHE B EROF T, ZDHH, Ash Wednesday & L THE &
T B aREME ii)itf D& c‘: Bbih b, (l904£ﬁbli§blf .2 H18H S Ash Wednesday 1z 24
TZoTwizZ tblﬁ}i))ofb)%ﬁ ) EWnd 0)@ z ITRINIE, »iK DTQEHT#B 77V
JRELIZRRC, EED XA 528 “chapel” IZfT>TWw3 Db, EHTH 32 RBE, ﬁ@‘ﬁ'—fﬂﬂ@%
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ATbH tbklﬁoéﬁﬁfﬁbi‘ﬁb%ﬁm %L’C @B%H&ﬁ\ %@Tb“‘@@%%%_ﬁt Z1¥. Ash Wednesday
EEOTROOTHS, T4 FPERNCHESCHBT IO TR I Lk, Tom: “She’s out ‘at the
chapel.” Farrington : “That’s right.” £1>35 %0 RS SHEETE %, .7 IV YR ZEDIEERSE
HIZETERTOT, TNET oD D ERTHIEOTE S, o

EIELSHC, Lent . (JUAIED) Evad . F YR MIRETT o EREER AL, EELFUANCE

R, V\]ﬁ%ﬂfﬁ’)&‘ Y DOBARAETE 2% % B0 D 553, Ash Wednesday 3% ® Lent ORYIOHTH
3. ZDH, %V”Ci ABEDBK»SEETNKCRLFETH D LI BEORERCEIE, FEHD

iz, KCHFEOHZHE S %_ﬁ’a’:iﬁw 79, (“Remember man, that thou art ashes and to ashes

thou shalt return.” £ V9 B3 L & WK CHERBN D) 77 U ¥ b it BFETKHHATL

iok:&%%%ﬁ\%:w%éht@ﬁ%f%é:t%\%@E#%FAEET%éekk%QL
TwE I, ' \ '
%6h%§%tbf®77u b vE, —REboT % Uxbkbfﬁiié(ﬂkfdtmm@

7 enough to clear out the whole office smgle handed.” WS EHMTH, F ‘) ANDINVFVLADET
DFF & D overtones #E LI ¥3) ko5, TOHD7 7V ¥ b DK rst@i) . *UA L

FEHTORBDOL S IZ “counterparts” THb, William Bysshe Stein ®. 7 7 UG SN
“seven deadly sins” & TIEL T 3 &> 3 FEHE® 13, HE A5 Twans, TR, 77
Dy by RE B AR L EUIRT 20 TRE S, [—EED %Y A M7 7YY b, R
DRI BLABRALE L BTEHERTLR LRI RFEROOMEYITHS 5, Donald T.

Torchiana DIz H2 k31, 57 U > DBV i “limbo” THY. pubid “purgatory (“curling

fumes of punch” 7z ¥ OB D %ﬂbi%ﬁz %) O EREST Vw3 ,® Pride, Envy, Gluttony, Lust,
Anger, Greed, Sloth——Z 1.5 @5&0)5@%‘70; 7Y VREPIKBLTBY . TRBEOHE DES
BTV 2, S5, ChETRTER LS IZ. HEKRIC LY 2O EEHLL. BV S A
ZLTLE> T3, L LHEREOETH, BRERVERSTORBRETHSI»?
’:fbalo\z@%%ﬂﬁﬁtfu%t%t%mmmmeﬁﬁtrﬁatwyv;$EXﬁ&

X¥ %, Appolinaris i, 19t&2 D 4131z . Georg Kreuzberg £\ 3 74 YEAD F A Y DR ¥ Dl

SHEALISES S EBH L. M%F4V@ﬁ%&%ﬁt&91méﬁ@mfbéozwmu

| Apollinarisburg ¥ FFEH % & 9 127% > 72 0)7‘ . FNE. 2 Z O+ DSFEE A St Appohnarls WhiR

o LT, ZDSt Appohnarls 2. Euseblus 0){—,( 5 &I AT U\—F@J: SIRGIHBDH 5,

Claudius Apollinaris,-Bishop of Hierapolis in Phrygia, was one of the 'most illustrious prelates of the second age
of the Church, which hegan with the edict of Constantihe in 313, making Christianity the religioh of the Roman
Empire. A , ‘ '

He addressed an “Apology,” that is, a defense, of the Christian religion to the emperor Marcus Aurelius, who,
shortly before, had obtained a signal victory over the Quad1 a people inhabiting the country now called Moravia.

One of his Ieglons, the twelfth, was composed chiefly of Christians. When the army was perlshmg for want of
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water, the soldiérsvof this legion fell upon their knees and invoked the assistance of God. The result was sudden,
for a copious rain fell, and, aided by the storm, they conqueréd the Germans. The emperor gave this legion the
name “Thundering.Légion” and mitigated his persecution.
It was to protect his flock against persecution that St. Apollinaris, who was bishop of Hierépolis in Phrygia,
addressed his apology to the Emperor to implore his protection and to remind him of the favor he had received -
from God through the prayers of the Christians. The date of the death of St. Apollinaris is not known, but it

probably occurred before that of Marcus Aurelius, about the year 175.

C ZOEERIF. 7 7V RO LI LI L B “thirst” & L SEEL TV 5, KRR DI, Appolmarls.
BU IR ERAR Y x ¥ — BRI RN “thirst” 2 LK 7 7 U > ki 3 #F @ pub D%
THEFERINA “thirst” IKELATVS Z L THD, ZRRETBE, NI CHILTEE
ﬁm%%®¢?u 7.7V ¥ b @ “thirst” iZ, bo&k%&%mm&%m%ﬁﬁbfwétﬁﬁb
TELDOP 2R,

BT, R, ﬁEﬂ77U7@%@&@<¥ﬁofwéwfbéia%74W§VF%
fomrx&yb%ﬁﬁﬁéﬁo?uyﬁmﬁ?é&%(ﬁ:ﬁ—f&wi%%UXAK%?%&
b By FYHD OF TV 4 U BIBOLE~DBREOWIT, 7 L TRERIES “barracks” (4R Z O
I, RTOTANT Y FAOHKI RN EERS €24 ¥ 2 DRI EBSER-> T\ 2)
—7 7Y b/@%gwﬁén&wﬁﬁmlomﬁﬁm&<;Lkﬁo 77 )Yk FEOBYE
%t&afmawf%%

YIRE D B DB X Eﬁ@779/f% FERHAROHERADOE Z DB TY, HECHZTH5S
MBI R->TBY, 2ZT77 Y b i, §ﬁ®?1tmo\ﬁktofum%%%wﬁﬁm%%
FEUIML T, BHRIZ2BESBES L2 LTV, V5157 “counterparts” HHICD <, B L 7z &
31z, Uy&t7yuyby®%ﬁﬁ 77 V¥ by P AOBIRICHHIGEL TWS L, it\77
D ]\/ké:v’(@pub&i 745’0«.<‘:0'C®chapel RS LT W3, ,

Mo, BERR. RIFEE DI > THETD, DBIZRITELIRD S ks L, B, ki
THITEND L, WEEYD OBICMABHES, LT, “O, pal ... Don't beat me, pal And
'l .... T'llsay a Hail Mary' for you, ba, if you don’t beat me .... Il say'-a_‘Hail Mary ....”
LB, CTABWEBERD L C BRI 5T E, KECHT 2 M ABEOSEIEL L. 7
VYR EHTAREOHR. CCTROVMLRIRTTHE,
RSO Lok b ADEEL, BB LT U/EH&\HU§%%%MWMﬁDﬂ?HW®
TR ) FEREEL T3, BIH2S b, 770 Y F Y OBEBHIEDLSRIRD . FU T & A48 1K

. BBICTFHO, BTEOL . Bk, BO LS ICERT 22 0OSEC L 0EL O LA
e
“Don’t beat me, pa! AndT1l .... Tl say a Hail Mary for you ....” &[4z pause ‘iﬁﬁbd’lf(
WEDR, EIT, FEZ TR IERBERL TS, BONTE 202 RBEICEZ2Z itk 5T,
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ITHE IR LT b 555 £ LT 50 TH S, ZORRTo & Bl LI0ss, “Hail Mary” #1825
ZETHoI/ | | S
779 b %Fmﬁak‘%a&%ﬁuéaén %Lf%@tnlok.ﬁ¢51tm%

ﬁﬁlb?’:o ZOfER. TV v RICBR EAI LS, BB iX, “abject apology” ZREX { ST

0B, ED& 31z “abject” ’C“})otb)li SNTIEVELLDD, 318%6.< B4 % “counterparts”

n Bﬂlfﬁbf BERDBED b A@Jl Y, &%@Eﬁ%gﬁln%z"btd)fli?&b)b)t l‘%(ﬁ'lé‘ il’L% rExE l/
7. B3 HB07% “apology” f’«)tOD“C BRrsI0, .

L LZD “apology” I3, BB is b, fﬁﬁ@ﬁﬁﬂuié‘ BRRFTHECH, FRA»T 5 rele-
vance 2o T3 kS IBbNd, 7 7YY DR TAE— @;,‘E’L‘O X, Eﬁiﬁl«_ﬁ@lﬂ%ﬁ'—-l@%%
EOFRTH 225, TREBFIOEEH S R, %Wﬁk%%x%xkﬁofw% DitEDOHT,
Zh TARME] w3 "‘apology” ERLIETIND H @_l:,f;ofcwé DTIERVWH»? [INERE
DF x> F 7 —s, aa&&oﬁmo%rm\%ﬂ&ﬁ%@%@ié@%@%ﬁ@&txﬁm\77
Vb /l(i 7 O@ﬁgﬁ@gbﬂ@%fll\ iJ)ﬁE@AﬁEﬁ@ %‘.’@X_’Cb) WBLELR?2ZLTSE
SwEzE, 779~ b /@EODEP’C “0, pam?on!” W SEF LIz “Pardon!” 2:b>9 EEN %&@

b 40 “Hail Mary”, Z2UTFZ o — VERDIEDS & 172 TREEDFZERIR AEld)7 OV rYEEZLS

iz & &Rz grace D mimicry @ﬁz%ﬁzrm;t LEwmn? %%@%ﬁf%?z LTC77Y>¥h¥

PITEE T SNl E3 D, 77U ¥ P Y ERLTRIZBIHETT "9\'\@%‘ SWIET B I EREE

ENDEDOTIEHB 0D, BbhTH é@’@f)éo
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' (1) Don Gifford, joyee Annotated ; Notes for-Dubliners and A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man; Second

Edition (University of California Préss, 1982), p.72&H,
(2) 7% X MZiZ. Dubliners, Viking Press, 1961% F\> 7z,

'(3) .“his nabs” i&, “hisnibs” L FI#T. R DT, «}\U)uléﬂ}iblﬁ%%h.&')f:o ﬁéo'c\ ZZTR, EF AL,

779/%/@%@%%inbﬁﬁ6\ZA&$5K\twjﬁﬁfmofwéuﬁtﬂémﬁmbmtmbnéo
From K Mackay “I would apprec1ate your knowledge of the origin of the expression his nibs, which was

always apphed to my beloved, albeit autocratlc, father.”

This is a mock title used to refer to a. self-import'ant man, _especially one in authority. It is modelled after

the pattern of references to the British aristocracy, éuch as his lordship. Most'sources say something like
“origin obscure”. It i is first recorded in prmt about 1820, but is presumably older. There is some évidence
that nibs is a variant form of nabs, and that both may have their origin in the ancient word neb, meanmg a beak

or nose, or more generally, the protrudmg bit of anything (our word for the business end of a pen comes from

the same roOt) Also nib itself was once used as a slang term for a gentleman as was another old slang word ‘

still to be heard nob, and these could very probably be connected Several early examples of the latter are

spelled nab and his nabs is a variant recorded form of ‘his nibs. It seems the vowel was highly fluid; not
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- surprising considering the different dialects and periods it has éome through. Perhaps the association with
sﬁppoéed gocial superiors may have sorﬁéthing' to do with peoﬁle so elevated in self-im'portance that they “have
thei‘r noses in‘ the air”? (http://www.quinion.com/words/qa/qa-nibl.htm)

(4) Richard Ellmann (ed.) Letters of ]émes Joyce, Vol. II, The Viking Press, 1966, p.192.

(5) WEHTOD “round” %, synopsis IZ¥#- Tf%i‘%blﬁ'% c‘:rk@&' 31z 726’0_-;(’0160 (i3 “round” %. FEMADOH

 Fi. BAE- L BORERT ) }
, 1) Davy Byrne (Duke Street)

Nosey Flynn IZE‘E?‘O Nosey Flynn #(2) %E® &tz Z & T Farrington ¥(2) O’Halloran & Paddy Leonard
iﬁfﬁééo LYK S, OHalloran ww(4) ZE 5h7- 2 & T Farrington v (Higgins #5046 3)(5) JEXH T,
Nosey Flynn & Higgins 12/ % o

2) Scotch House (Burgh Quay) ,

Leonard %3 Weathers % # A+ % Farrington sﬁr»(4). O’Halloran v (4) Farrington 3¢ (4) Wedthers 3

“some nice girls” 2B AT 2 &5  Weathers 1‘3(4)' BAMEIC e b thopfEIckE 3
3) Mulligan’s (Poolbeg Street) ‘ ‘

O’Hailoran ¥¢(3) Farrington vt (Weathers BR-TL %) @) ZADLMEE—AD B party SIE%
Weathers & Farrington Ot O’Halloran ¢(4) ‘

(6) Gloria Patri: “Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit ; as it was in the beginning, is now,

and will be for ever. Amen.” | ’

(0 7ANTYETEA LY v 7BED T & % chapel LIFU, church i, 4 ¥ ) ABEEROBEIH L THibn 2,
77U ¥ @, “At'the chapel. At the chapel....” >3 mimicry I lj:"%@ (Bl KT 2HTOFbH
B8, BEEKORIZS S TERS LENIEZ>TVRETHS I, . |

(8) William Bysshe Stein, “‘Counterparts’ : a swine song,’; James Joyce Quarterly, Vol. 1, No. 2 (Winter 1964), pp.
30-32. | o “

(9)»Donald T. Torchiana, Backgrounds for Joyce’s Dubliners, Allen & Unwin, 1986, p.144.




