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Some: Versions of Victor :

Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein (1818) and Repetition of Autobiography

Toru KOBAYASHI

World Civilizations

Abstract

Why did Victor Frankenstein create the. monster? Why did he do such and such after the
creation? These are the dlfflcult questlons with which-many readers of ankenstem have
struggled, so their solutions are consequently various. This critical confusion can be attributed
to the aﬁtobiOgraphic narratives by Victor himself.

In the work he narrates his ‘,0wri past three times. The problem is that those narratives
respectively represent different figures of the narrator, which means he has no definibte image
concerning his ‘;self” or that the self is\too fuﬁdameritally enigmatic to be understood by himself.
This is the reason ”Why each critic has shown different characteristics of “the truth” of the
creator. ' |

Also, thie characteristic of Victor’s narrativehas something to do with the contemporary
.develqpnrient .of’autobiographi.c genre and Mary Shelley, who revised the work in later time.
Some Romantics triedvto‘deﬁne their. own selves rebeatedly by writing of his past in vain as was
seen in Victor’s case. Shelley’s revisioh effectively contributed vto maintaining the enigmatic self
of Victor because she explamed away the creator as led by his own destiny and she did not glve

readers any more clues to comprehend hlS behavior which had been depicted in the f1rst edition.




u6 | N W

I

AB k28 ES £ LD, B, B HoH. IR, Aok 551'9]‘*& Y. Bz OHKRENED KT
55 Frankenstein (1818) TlxdH b 03, £ Z T@%ﬁ%&?‘ﬁ%biﬁblﬁ< SRR ENTDH S,
YE&, Eﬁi‘ Robert Walton & v»% SEE AEMERIZ & 5 . fifi Mrs. Saville STOFME L IFTELD
wﬁ%@afw m%ﬁﬁmiﬁﬁkk%kﬁ@iwtﬁﬁ%mﬂ LEBLTENS ORI
LS, MATEBANYbb /. Bl e2ERTRELTEY, ZTDI L Giﬂznn@%kh_ﬁﬂ
KRB ENT B, ¥4 b b Y REHIE D > T— ADKEEZ BT 225, #ITEAL
Victor Frankenétein monster DAEZETHY . i + )V bV CAEEZELESORET 2 FLEE
o B, £ LTEORED LEET, T YRS —HHICE 5 COREBEIC BT 55 D(%én
DDA F nfblé@t (Behrendt “Language” 78-84), %8I 9 LI ARFIROFED @%ﬁiﬁ

BObOTHY ., é%k%@lj\]ﬁm.i 77/7//1574’ /%‘E@E’ﬁ]ustmeMontz DHEBE DV

T (39-41) . EYAY — @ﬁ%mxotpeuMw%@FFLomf(wsw twole, o
S B BT BED b s TASNE, COLD CHEREL, LS kD IEELRCDY:
D. CEEVHEDZVEMEFL LUERERICBAT 5. METIUE. ThoHEEL ORI
‘iD%&énfwétwi@ﬁ\T757&79a&4yj@%ﬁd%@&@f(&wkk2%%9:
James 77-94), | : | B

S IERD DA £ TRARL L bovacﬁﬁmﬁawﬁ<ﬁ55;%nu\m0@%<ﬁﬁ
Zd L ERoER A ZETH S (McInerney 455-75) s % L T Z DEFEIZ. VERIZ BT Ids

Sz e—EASRIEE 2 2B b mkumﬁ%émm@%twotﬁHMWﬁ\tbbj%wA%®
ﬁ%tﬁﬁt®E%%ﬁ#EﬁénTm% L EYREo T\ b, %xi%k&nﬁviwb/oﬁu
éﬂ%AtLT%%&%okLk#ii&%T\%;f%mﬁﬁéﬁa} U THN T S D

BN EEBL S &, oS L 7R R R B E SR R R AT, L RO
LN %m%%%ﬁ;U@ﬁ@%@ﬁ%ma%%mﬁbfwé’am5n:a%ﬁuaa%a
(7-9,10) « ZLTY 425 — £ QEBLELHR EO & 3 LEL LI LS Bbs, 7 r b b
vELIFEARETAEELMY & 7% % (Small 171-95 ; Scott 172-202 ; Aldrich and Isoghaki
121-26)

FERDZ S5 LI e b 2 575 %@%ﬁ@ﬁikbmfa%m<@i V4 75— DRIET
B, DL TREOEECET 3 BROSHETH S, TADLREHET YRS ~2flol0D, 2

nird. ZDBOBEOEEE V% 2 LEICET CO» L OB L, BT 7a—F0

HB5H5 LS 2 LF, REMELZATR. TT74 XL, Vv F— 55 TEHBEOKL,
RIEOTEHD 2RI, B & L COFBIRES YA T 3 Ao N TS £ 25

\T%ﬂ%%&@%ﬁi HIEBOLTHEL TS, Zhid. BBETEH S, Y4275 —HBITLS

%D@ﬁ@ﬁ%ﬁﬂb%ﬁ%lt?%éo%zfﬁﬁwbtm®d\%%tbf%ﬁ&%ﬁ%é@ﬁ




T a4 08 —DEEE 147

EODOBENHTH B, %@%%k;b HORIEE % O < 2 RO WO ITEADRED FE O —is

HBATL Bo R LESHEBLU T, BATACBOTOBROHIED 13, 0~ v FEBRICER
'gntgﬁami—ﬁiyyy»@&ﬁf&%%m%ﬁmfaumom\%%MmysMMyﬁ&m
To7 ZOMEROYET L MR TE R LDbh B35, |

II

V47O, ki EEER CHRBREEORBICE S a2 EEI bOTHY, £ 2
THEVAS —DUESTLL LThS, D DEIL, BIES TOME L 2 OROLDHHEH S B
DITOE, ZOBRTHOED bBLAEETHD, V175 —RTOBELHY, ZLTENE,
%ofwéﬁﬁk@%%ﬁm%mt%@%ﬁﬁ%%ﬁL99\g%mmﬁﬁﬁfé@ﬁ(bmmn

- 2-10),

ECHTIEMERZHREICND 2 L, HOEY id. LELIERBIINSS M, M ORHE 58
Ufw%ctﬁbﬂéo%hu%ﬁL%@Eﬁ%ﬁﬁ@ﬁéh%:&mﬁﬂ&%ﬁwﬁ%%&%ﬁf
FThH. SRPEEREERCTIBES, BYICfTFbh 538 BOOMRROKRES & 50 6 3 REH L.
E o TENBERMOH R EEI B mfr%i%?@%@@ﬁmmmﬁwmkiﬁ%?&—d% T,
B OHEM, KR, KEOHEN» SO T, IZ IR IR, RETO¥BORT . BOFE. X
ETOZE. BlE. % 084 UkEsE oSl 5., HOOBEREFED TV A — L QX 1%
LIZEES LT DB RN, 2O LTo 4V b Y ie S ND 2 CORERES 1T 2D
(17-145)0 2728120 303 & 512, ZOFT 3EED OBAIC b/NEEL D S [T » B ERRH 5T
bnfm%oL#Lﬁ®§ﬁﬁ%ﬁihmgi6f\é%w:gﬁoﬂén%o%bfzwﬁﬁmﬁ
WCEELZVOR, Zh5ZMEL DB L D RRENEE) FOHTETHS, V1750
BEIEED HORI S 2 BT 31013, 2 OEET 25BN 3,

Bl ant-v 4 75 —ix, E‘?ﬂli%ﬁ%wtm%%ﬂ?zwl\/kE@nﬁf’a‘: DIED BB, Fhhs
FEBAL—EEOEETETH D, £ ZTEZOREYRHELOSBRLE LIHRE2EL 5, &t
TZI3pevziE, BYFESMEE 6«%m+ﬁu Tm5@6ton0ﬁ$%%Kﬁ%én%%
@&tﬁzwkw&@%btbw\%nﬁﬁfﬂnéo |

Yesterday the stranger said to me, “You may easﬂy perceive, Captam Walton, that 1
have suffered great and unparalleled misfortunes. I had determined, once, that the memory
of these evils should die with me; but you have won me to alter my determination. You
seek for knowledge and wisdom, as I once did ; and I ardently hope that the gratification of

- your wishes may not be a serpent to sting you, as miné has been. I do not know that the

relation of my misfortunes will be useful to you, yet, if you are inclined, listen to my
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alter my destiny : listen to my history, and you will perceive how irrevocably it is determined”
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No 'orb,le can conceive the variety of feelings which bore me onwards, like a hurricane, in
the first enthusiasm of success. Life and death appeared to me ideal bounds, which I should
first break thrpugh, and pour a torrent ‘of light into our dark world. A new species would

bless me as its creator and source ; many happy and excellent natures would owe their being

to-me. - No father c'ouid claim the gratitude of his child so completely as I should deserve‘

* their’s. (32)
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I then thought that my father would be unjust if he ascribed my neglect to vice, or

faultiness on my part; but I am now c;onvinced that he was justified in conceiving that 1
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- should not be altogether free from blame A human being in perfectlon ought always to
preserve a calm and peaceful mmd and never to allow passion or a transrtory desire to
disturb his tranqullhty I do not think that the pursuit of knowledge is an exceptlon to this

~rule. If the study to which you apply yourself has a tendency to weaken your affections, and
to destroy your taste for those simple pleasures in wh1ch no alloy can possibly mix, then that-
study is certamly unlawful that is to say, not befitting the human mind. If this rule were -
always observed ; if no man allowed any pursult whatsoever to interfere with the tranquillity

of his domestic affections, _Greece had not been enslaved ; (33)
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During my youthful days discontent never visited my mind ; and if I was ever overcome by
. ennut, the sight of what is'beautiful in nature, or the study of what is excellent and sublime
in the productions of man, could always interest my heart, and communicate elasticity to my

spirits. But I am a blasted tree ; the bolt has entered my soul ; (110) .
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o Great God! why did I not then expirel’ Why am I here to relate the destruction of the

- best hope, and the purest creature of earth. She was there, lifeless and 'inanimate, thrown
across the bed, her head'hanging, down, and her pale and distorted features half covered by
her hair. - Eve‘ry‘ where I turn I see the same figure—her bloodless arms and relaxed form
flung by the murderer on. its bridal bier Could I behold thls and live? Alas! life is
obstmate and chngs closest where it 1s most hated. For a moment only drd I lose recollec

tlon I fainted. (135- 36)
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But liberty had been a useless gift to me had I not, as I a’vézakened to reason, at the same

- time awakened to reifenge. As the memory of past misfortunes pressed upon me, I began to
reflect on their cause—the monstef whom I had created, the miserable daemon whom I had
sent abroad into the world for my déstruction. I was possessed by a maddening rage when

I thought of him, and desired and ardently prayed that I might have him within my grasp to

wreak a great and signal revenge on his cursed head. (138) _
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Scoffing devil! AAgain do I vow vengeance ; again do I devote thee, miserable fiend, to
torture and death. Never will I omit my search, until he or I perish ; and then with what
ecstacy shall I join my Elizabeth, and those who even now prepare for me the reward of my

tédious toil and horrible pilgrimage. (142)
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“When younger,” said he, “I felt as if I wefe destined for some great enterprise. My
feelings are prbfoimd; but I poésessed a coolness of judgment that fitted me for illustrious

- achievements. This sentiment of the worth of my nature supported me, when others would
have been oppressed ; for I déemed it criminal to throw away in useless grief those talents
that might be useful to my felloW-creatures. Whe'nlI reflected on the work I had completed,
no less a one than the creation of a sensitive and rational animal, I could not rank myself with
the herd of common projectors. But this feeling, which supported me in the commencement
of my career, now serves only to plunge me lower in the dust. All my speculations and hopes
are as nothing ; and, like the archangel who aspired to omnipotence, I am‘chained in an
eternal hell. My,imagination was vivid, yet my powers of analysis and application were

,' intense ; by the ﬁnion of these qualities I conceived the idea, and executed the creation of a
man. Even now I cannot recollect, without passion, my revefies while the work was incom-
plete. I trod heaven in my thoughts, now exulting in my powers, now burning with the idea
of their effects. Frofn my. infancy I was imbued with high hopes and a lofty ambition ; but
‘how am I sunkv! Oh! my friend, if you had known me as I once was, you would not recognize
me in this state of degradatibn. Despondency rarely visited my heart; a high destiny

seemed to bear me bn, until I fell, never, never again to rise.”  (147)
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.. “Alas! the strength I relied onis gone ; I feel that I shall soon die, and he, my enemy and

persecutor, may still be in being. Think not, Walton, that in the last moments of my .

existence I feel that burning hatred, and ardent desire of revenge, I once expressed, but I feel

rnyself justified in desiring the death of my adversary. During these last days I have beéen
occupied in examining my past conduct ; nor do I find \it blameable. | In a fit of enthusiastic
: madness I created a rational creature and was bound towards him, to assure, as far as was
in my power, hlS happiness and well- bemg ‘This was my duty ; but there was another st111
paramount to that. My duties toyvards my fellow- -creatures had greater claims to my
attention, because they‘inctuded a greater proportion of happiness-or misery. Urged by this.
view, I refused, and I did right in refusing, to ‘create a companion for the first creature. He
shewed unparalleled malignity and selfishness, in evil : he destroyed my friends ; he deuoted
to destruction beings Whe possessed exquisite ‘sensations, happiness, and Wisdorn ; nor do I
know where this thirst for vengeance may end: Miserable himeetf, that he may render no
other Wretched he ought to die. The task of his destruetion was mine, but 1 have failed.
When actuated by selfish-and vicious motives, I asked you to undertake my unfinished Work

and I renew this request now, when T am only induced by reason and virtue. (151)
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' Even if they were to leave Europve, and ‘inhabit the deserts of the new world, yet one of
the ﬁrst results of those sympathies .‘for which the daemon thirsted would be children, and a
race of devils would be propagéted upon the earth, who rﬁight make the very existence of the
speciés of man a condition precarious and full of terror. HadIa right, for my own benefit,
to inflict‘ thié curserupon everlasting generations? I had before been moved by the sophisms
of the béing I had created ; I had been struck senseless by his fiendish threats : but now, for
the first time, the wickedness of my promise burst upon me ; I shuddered to think that future-
ages might curse me.as their best, whose selfishness had not hes_itéted to buy its own peace

at the price perhaps of the existence of the whole human race. (114-15)
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